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 ص:  ــــــالملخ

يتناول هذا البحث الصعوبات التي تواجه  اللاه ع دنهس امهتعمالـ  لهه دالمصهس        

ingم  الفعل دا( كbe + V +ing وكذلك دالصفة المنتـية به )ing  الغرض من ههذ )

امهتعمل ، وقهس    لصعوبات واللاهر  المتترةهة لع جـهاالس امة هو التعرف دلى هذ  ا

مجمهو  ، و اختيا  لللا ع وامتبانة للمس مهينن في هذ  الس امة وهما يالباةث وميلت

( طالبها  مهن المرةلهة الوانويهة بمنلاتهة ال اويهة دمس مهة 40اللا ع الهذين اتهتركوا د

 ( مس مين يس مهو  اللغهة اجنجلي يهة فهي ههذ  المنلاتهة 10الملارد الوانوية( وكذلك د

( لتحليهل النتها و ومهن  هه  النتها و التهي Spear Brownالباةهث طريتهة دامهتعمل و

توصهههل هليـههها الباةهههث ههههي    اللاههه ع يواجـهههو  صهههعوبات فهههي التمييههه  بهههين 

دنهسما يوهو  خبهر  ingلأ  المصهس   ؛ ( be + V +ing( والفعهل دingدالمصس  

 " ايضا   be"" وكذلك الفعل في صيغة الامتمرا  يأتي بعس الفعل beيأتي بعس الفعل "

1- His hobby is reading  (gerund as complement) (خبر)  

2- She is writing a letter (present participle)  (be + V+ ing) 

 (فعل)

دنهسما يوهو  خبهرا  دمها   ing  +كما  نـ  يواجـو  صعوبات في التميي  بين المصهس   

 " beهما يأتي بعس الفعل "لأ  ك  ingيعود دلى المبتس ( وكذلك الصفة المنتـية به 

1- His favourite hobby is reading (gerund as a complement)  

  (خبر)

2- The film was boring (participle adjectives) ( ing  صفة منتـية به 
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العامههل الر ي ههي و اه هههذ  الأخلاههاه هههو    اللاهه ع لا يعرفههو  و يفههة المصههس  

 " ingوكذلك الصفة المنتـية به "( Be +V+ing( والفعل دingدالمصس    

 Be( والفعهل دing مها بالن هبة للمس مهين لا يـتمهو  كويهرا  باهرص دالمصهس    و  

+V+ing" وكذلك الصهفة المنتـيهة بهه )ing ويركه و  دلهى الأدمهال التحريريهة ، "

 ويـملو  الأدمال الافوية في هذا المجال  

اةث بعض التوصهيات ومنـها ةهث وللتغلب دلى هذ  الصعوبات والمااكل وضع الب  

المعلمين دلى دسم التركي  دلى الأدمال التحريرية وههمال الأدمهال الاهفوية لتع يه  

( ingالفـ  دنس اللا ع في هذا المجال وكذلك ةث الباةث دلى التركي  دالمصهس     

 " ing( وكذلك الصفة المنتـية به "Be +V+ingوالفعل د

 

Obstacles Encountered by secondary school students in Using 

ing-form (gerund) , Present participle and Participle 

Adjectives 

 

Abstract : 

This study investigates the difficulties faced by students in using ing form 

(gerund), present participle and participle adjectives. The goal of this study 

is to find out to what extent the students face the difficulties in using ing 

form (gerund) present participle and participle adjective. 

The researcher used two data collection instruments : students' test and 

teachers' questionnaire, these were conducted to explore the obstacles in 

using ing-form (gerund), present participle and participle adjective, the 

sample of the study composed of 40 students and 10 teachers in Al-Motred 

secondary school in Zawia. The researcher used the Spear Brown  method 

with an expert in analyzing the results . 

The findings of the study proved 

• Students face difficulties in using ing – form (gerund), present 

participle and participle adjective. 

• Students confused ing-form (gerund), as a complement with present 

participle because gerund as a complement and present participle 

come after be.  
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e.g.: 

a- His favorite hobby is swimming (gerund) as a complement. 

b- She is writing a letter (present participle)  

• Students also confused ing–form (gerund) as a complement with 

participle adjectives since ing–form (gerund) as a complement and 

participle adjectives come after "be": 

 e.g: 

a- Her hobby is reading (gerund) as a complement. 

b- The film was boring (participle adjective) 

• The main factor is that students did not mastry the function of ing – 

form (gerund), present participle and participle adjective. 

• English language teachers do not give enough explanation to the ing-

form (gerund), present participle and participle adjective because 

they do not have enough time to do that. 

• It is recommended that teachers should focus both oral and written 

practice to reinforce students' knowledge of ing – form (gerund), 

present participle and participle adjective  

• It is also recommended that teachers should emphasize on different 

treatments of ing- form (gerund), present participle and participle 

adjective by different schools of grammar.  

1. Introduction: 

English is taught as a foreign language in Libya. In Libyan formal education 

teaching of English starts in the first year of basic education, at the age of 

six. 

Clarifies that grammar is considered as an important aspect of learning the 

English language, and without learning the grammar the language cannot be 

practice properly.(1)  

Basic grammatical English rules are considered the basis to teach English 

learner and the guarantor for practicing good language communication 

skills, Grammar learning also the basic enables for good thoughts and ideas 

expression (2) 

 Emphasized that learning, the grammar of the English language helps 

understand the sentence and understand its composition.(3)  
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Indicated the students face problems in writing the expression due to their 

weak ability in the grammar of mother tongue in the foreign language 

subject – verb agreement means how to choose the correct singular or plural 

verb after the subject.(4) 

Stated that ing-form (gerund) and present participle have the same form 

ending ing form.(5) and stated that the present participle is formed by 

adding – ing to the base verb form.(6) 

1.1 Statement of the problem: 

As a teacher of English language for thirty years, the researcher has 

discovered that secondary school students in Zawai make errors when they 

use ing- form (gerund), present participle and participle adjectives, 

therefore, he will investigate these problems and the causes behind them. 

1.2 Objectives of the study: 

• To discover how students in third year secondary in Zawia use ing- 

form (gerund), present participle and participle adjectives. 

• To find out  the factors behind the errors made by secondary school 

students. 

• To investigate how teachers explain the ing- form (gerund), present 

participle and participle adjectives. 

1.3 Questions of the study: 

• What are the errors made by secondary school students in using ing- 

form (gerund), present participle and participle adjectives? 

• What are the factors behind these errors?  

• To what extent do teachers of English give attention to the 

importance of ing- form (gerund), present participle and participle 

adjectives?  

1.4 Significance of the study : 

This research is importance in the field of teaching and learning because it 

deals the ing-form (gerund), present participle and participle adjectives. 

It will find out the difficulties in using ing- form (gerund), present participle 

and participle adjectives by foreign language learners. Hence, they will 
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know how to use the ing- form (gerund), present participle and participle 

adjectives and their forms. 

 

2. Literature review: 

2.1 Difficulties in using ing-form (gerund), present participle and 

participle adjectives 

2.1.1 'participles' and gerunds': an unclear difference 

The distinction between participles and "gerunds" is not always clear cut it 

can sometimes be difficult to decide which term to use. For this reason same 

grammarians prefer to avoid the terms participle and 'gerund' . 

2.1.2 Subject pronouns are not possible. 

His shouting gets on my nerves. (BUT NOT He-shouting...) 

Note that possessives and pronouns are not used before -ing forms if it is 

already clear who is being talked about. 

Thank you for waiting. (NOT Thank you for your watting) . 

When an -ing form is used with an article, it cannot usually have a direct 

object. Instead, we can use an of-structure. 

the smoking of cigarettes (NOT the smoking cigarettes) 

No is often used with an -ing form to say that something is not allowed, or is 

impossible. This often happens in notices and after there is. 

NO SMOKING   NO PARKING   NO WAITING 

Sorry - there's no smoking in the waiting room. 

She's made up her mind; there's no arguing with her. 

In an inform style it is more common to use object (like me, John) instead of 

possessives (my, John's) with -ing forms, especially when these come after a 

verb or preposition. 

; Do you mind me smoking? She was angry at Lina trying to lie to her. 

2.2 The meaning of ing-form (gerund), present participle adjectives. 

An -ing form (gerund) can be used, just like a noun, as the subject 

complement of a verb. 

My favourite activity is reading. (complement) 

Infinitives (e.g. To smoke is bad for you) are possible in these but are 

formal and uncommon. 



Obstacles Encountered by secondary school students in Using ing-form 

(gerund) , Present participle and Participle Adjectives 
 ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ ـــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ

(26) 

Part One Mars 2025                                 Al qurtas Issue Twenty Six 

ing forms can also be used as objects after certain verbs. 

I hate packing. (object) 

The –ing form subject, complement or object is used like  noun but it is still 

a verb and can have its own object. 

Smoking cigarettes is bad for you. 

My favourite activity is reading thrillers. 

I hate packing suitcases. 

We can often use determiners (for example the, my, this) with ing forms the 

opening of Parliament 

Does my smoking annoy you?  I hate all this useless arguing 

Possessive 's forms are also possible. 

John's going to sleep during the wedding was rather  embarrassing She was 

angry at Lina's trying to lie to her. 

2.2.1 participles and 'gerund: 

We can use ing- forms (e.g. smoking, walking) not only as verbs, but also 

like adjectives or nouns. Compare: 

You're smoking too much these days. (verb: part of present progressive) 

There was a smoking cigarette end in the ashtray. (adjective describing 

cigarette end) 

Smoking is bad for you. (noun: subject of sentence)  

When -ing forms are used as verbs or adjectives, they are often called 

present participles. (This is not a very suitable name, because these forms 

can refer to the past, present or future.) When they are used more like nouns, 

they are often called 'gerunds'. 

In Practical English Usage the expression '-ing form' is used except when 

there is a good reason to use one of the other terms. Noun-like uses of -ing 

forms gerunds are discussed in the following entries. For their use to make 

progressive verb forms, and the entries on the present progressive, past 

progressive etc. 

 ('participles'), together with similar uses of 'past participles' (e.g. invited, 

broken). 

After some verbs (e.g. see, hear, watch, feel) possessives are not normally 

used with -ing forms. 
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I saw him getting out of the car. (NOT I saw his getting…) 

We can use it as a preparatory subject or object for an -ing form It's nice 

being with you. 

I thought it pointless starting before eight o'clock. 

This is common with any/no good, any/no use and (not) worth.  

It's no good talking to him he never listens. 

Is it any use expecting them to be on time? 

It's no use his/him apologizing - I shall never forgive him. 

I didn't think it worth-complaining about the meal.  

2.2.2 perfect, passive and negative ing- forms 

Note the structure of perfect, passive and negative -ing forms. 

Having slept for twelve hours, I felt marvellous. (perfect) 

She loves being looked at. (passive) 

Not knowing what to do, I went home. (negative) 

She's angry about not having been invited. (negative perfect passive) 

2.2.3 -ing form or infinitive? 

-ing forms are often used in similar ways to infinitives. For instance, they 

can follow certain verbs, adjectives or nouns 

He agreed to wait. 

He suggested waiting. (NOT He suggested to listen. ) 

She's ready to listen. 

She's good at listening. (NOT She's good to listen.) 

- the need to talk 

the idea Of talking (NOT the idea to talk)  

Unfortunately there is no easy way to decide which verbs, adjectives and 

nouns are followed by -ing forms, and which are followed by infinitives. It 

is best to check in a good dictionary. 

Expressions with -ing forms can also be used as subjects in sentences, or as 

complements after be. Infinitives are also possible in these cases, but they 

are much less common in informal English. Compare: 

Smoking cigarettes can kill you. (More natural than To smoke cigarettes can 

kill you.) 
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My favourite activity is reading thrillers. (More natural than My favourite 

activity is to read thrillers.) 

Some nouns and adjectives can be followed by -ing forms ('gerunds'). A 

preposition is normally used to connect the noun/adjective to the -ing form. 

Nouns/adjectives that are followed by -ing forms cannot usually be followed 

by infinitives.  

I hate the idea of getting old. (NOT .. .the idea to get old …) 

The thought of failing never entered his head. (NOT The thought to fait ….) 

I'm tired of listening to this. (NOT I'm tired to listen…) 

She's very good at solving problems. (NOT ... good to solve...) 

Unfortunately there is no easy way to decide which nouns and adjectives 

can be followed by -ing forms. It is best to check in a good dictionary. 

2.2.4 purpose: a machine for cutting 

For + -ing form can be used after a noun, or after an indefinite pronoun such 

as something or anything, to explain the purpose of an object or material — 

what it is for. 

A strimmer is a machine for cutting grass and weeds. 

Have you got any stuff for cleaning silver? 

I need something for killing flies. 

This structure is mostly used to talk in general about types of object and 

material. When we talk about somebody's purpose in using a particular 

object, we are more likely to use an infinitive I must find something to kill 

that fly. (7) 

2.2.5 Expressions + ing  

When these expressions are followed by a verb, the verb ends in -ing: 

It's no use / It's no good ... 

- It's no use worrying about it. There's nothing you can do. 

- It's no good trying to persuade me. You won't succeed. 

There's no point in ... 

- There's no point in buying a car if you don't want to drive it. 

- There was no point in waiting, so we went. 

It's (not) worth . 

- My house is only a short walk from here. It's not worth taking a taxi. 
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- It was so late when we got home, it wasn't worth going to bed. 

You can say: 'a book is worth reading / a film is worth seeing' etc.: 

- Do you think this book is worth reading? 

- You should go and see the film. It's really worth seeing. 

(Have) difficulty ... 

- I had difficulty finding a place to live. (not 'to find') 

- Did you have any difficulty getting a visa? 

- People often have great difficulty reading my writing. 

Remember that we say 'difficulty' (not 'difficulties'): 

- I'm sure you'll have no difficulty passing the examination. 

You can also say '(have) difficulty in -ing': 

- He's shy. He has difficulty in talking to people he doesn't know well. 

A waste of money/time ... 

- It's a waste of time reading that book. It's rubbish. 

- It's a waste of money buying things you don't need. 

Spend/ waste (time) 

- I spent hours trying to repair the clock. 

- I waste a lot of time day-dreaming. 

Go -ing 

We use go -ing for a number of activities (especially sports): 

go shopping go swimming go skiing go fishing 

go climbing  go sailing  go riding go sightseeing 

- How often do you go swimming? 

- I'm going skiing next year. 

- I have to go shopping this morning. 

- I've never been sailing. (8) 

2.2.6 Meaning of the Gerund Phrase  

This type of nominal expression is headed by a gerund, i.e. a noun derived 

from the verb through the addition of the nominal suffix ting'. Therefore. the 

gerundive form, formally, is similar to the present participle, but actually 

there are some differences between the two forms. The gerund is a nominal 

form and the whole phrase headed by the gerund has a nominal function, it 

appears in all the syntactic positions occupied by noun phrases. The present 
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participle phrase has an adjectival function, as explained above, and is 

always included in a complex noun phrase. The gerundive phrase realizes 

argument the argument structure of the predicate, and thus constitutes an 

essential part of the sentence. In other words, one can omit the adjectival 

present participle phrase, but cannot omit the gerundive phrase. 

2.2.6.1 The form of the gerund: 

The gerundive suffix is basically attached to the simple form of' the verb, 

but it is sometimes added to the linking verb 'be', the perfective auxiliary 

'have' and passive auxiliary 'be'. 

e.g. read--- reading . Reading history books is very interesting. 

be -- being . Being the boss made her feel uneasy. 

have -- having. His having passed his exam pleased his mother. 

be (passive) -- being. His being hit by a speeding car angered his friends. 

2.2.6.2 Functions of the Gerundive Phrase 

The gerundive phrase, being a nominal expression, can almost occupy all 

the syntactic positions occupied by the ordinary noun phrase. Therefore the 

gerundive phrase realizes all the grammatical functions realized by the noun 

phrase. 

2.2.6.3 Gerundive phrases as subjects 

a) Growing cucumbers is easy. 

b) His writing a letter to Susan annoyed his mother. 

Gerundive phrase subjects are selected by the same type of verbs that select 

noun clauses. They are used as subjects of the linking verb 'be' as in (a), 

verbs expressing emotion as in (b) and verbs expressing cause-effect 

relationship as in the following example. 

Seeing her every day made him realize how wonderful she 

is. 

2.2.6.4 Gerundive Phrases as Objects 

a) They didn't appreciate my helping them. 

b) She enjoys playing tennis. 

It is part of the lexical semantics of the verb that it takes a gerund phrase as 

an object. Therefore, not all verbs can take phrase objects. Therefore, not all 
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verbs can take gerundive  phrase objects. The following are some of the 

verbs 'that select gerundive  phrase objects. 

acknowledge dislike justify renounce 

admit drop keep report 

Advocate encourage mention resent 

anticipate endure miss resist 

cannot help enjoy necessitate risk 

consider entail postpone sanction 

contemplate evade practice stop 

defer facilitate put off suggest 

delay fancy quit tolerate 

Deny give up recall understand 

detest imagine recommend urge 

disclaim involve relinquish withhold 

(Shawish, and Grenat, 2008: 226-227)  

2.2.7 Ing – and – ed form adjectives : 

The – ing and –ed forms of verbs may also function as adjectives (cooking 

instructions on food paelect) just add boiling water.  

They only want to travel to English  speaking countries.  

It's not smoked smoked salmon, air's smoked trout  

Even supermarkets now sell home- made James. (9) 

2.2.8 Participle adjectives  

We use adjectives derived from present participles (surprising) to 

describe the source or cause of an action or feeling. We use adjectives 

derived from past participles (surprised) to describe the one (s) affected by 

the action or feeling .  

1. the news was surprising. The teacher drew a very confusing diagram 

on the board.  

2. My parents were surprised . the confused students said that they 

couldn't understand it. 

We can treat people and other living things as the source of a feeling (He's 

boring) or the ones affected by it (I'm bored). We treat non-living things as 

the source only (it's boing).  
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3. Darwin was a fascinating person. I was disappointed. Why is the dog 

getting so excited?  

4. Mars is a fascination plante. The news was disappointing. (Not the 

news was disappointed.) (10)   

3. Methodology : 

This research used descriptive method to investigate and handle these 

problems. The researcher chose a questionnaire for teachers. The questions 

were derived from researcher, experience in teaching English language. The 

researcher conducted a test for the students that is based on multiple – 

choice questions in order to investigate the main problems faced by 

secondary school students in using ing-form (gerund), present participle and 

participle adjectives.  

3.1 sample of the study : 

The participants of the study  were the third year in "Al-Motred  secondary 

school" in Zawia zone. 

The second group of participants were teachers of English language who 

teach in this area.  

The sample investigated in this study composed of 40 students and 10 

teachers. 

3.2 Instruments : 

     The researcher used two main instruments of data collection. The first 

tool was a test as given to the students to investigate the obstacles 

encountered by the students in using ing-form (gerund), present participle 

and participle adjectives,. The second instrument was a questionnaire 

conducted with teachers of English. 

4. Data analysis and discussion results:  

4.1 Written  test :  

1- she goes shopping  

Table (4.1) : Results of item 1 

Option Percent Frequency 

gerund  42% 17 

present participle  25% 10 
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present simple  7.5% 3 

present perfect  25% 10 

total  100% 40 

In this result, seventeen students (47.5%) chose the word "gerund". Ten 

students (25%) choose "present participle". Three students (7.5%) chose 

present simple. Ten students (25%) chose the word "present perfect". 

According to the answers, the students face difficulties in using ing-form 

(gerund) and present participle. 

2- He is writing a letter.  

Table (4.2) : Results of item 2 

Option Percent Frequency 

gerund  50% 20 

present participle  22.5% 9 

present simple  17.5 7 

Verb be  10% 4 

total  100% 40 

In this table, nine participants (22.5%) chose the right answer "present 

participle". Seventeen participants (47.5%) chose the word "gerund". Seven 

participants (17.5%) chose "present simple". Four students (10%) chose 

"verb b*e" . 

It is clear, that learners confused gerund with present participle because they 

have the same form. And they also come after verb "be".  

3- My favourit hobby is swimming. 

Table (4.3) : Results of item 3 

Option Percent Frequency 

Gerund  67.5% 27 

Present participle  17.5% 7 

Present simple  5% 2 

Present perfect  10% 4 

Total  100% 40 

As can been seen, twenty seven participants (67.5%) did not give the right 

answer by choosing (gerund). Seven participants (17.5%) have chosen 
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"present participle". Four participants (10%) chose "present perfect" and 

two students (5%) chose past simple.  

The participants confused the gerund with present participle because they 

have the same form and gerund as a complement and present participle 

come after "be". 

4- Smoking is very bad habit  

Table (4.4) : Results of item 4 

Option Percent Frequency 

Gerund  37.5% 15 

Present 

participle  

40% 16 

Present simple  10% 4 

Present perfect  12.5% 5 

Total  100% 40 

In this result, fifteen testees (37.5%) chose "gerund". Sixteen testees (40%) 

chose "present participle". Five testees (12.5%) chose "present perfect" and 

four testees (10%) chose "past simple".  

 According to the answers, the students confused gerund with present 

participle because they do not know the function of gerund and present 

participle. 

5- His favourit activity is reading  

Table (4.5) : Results of item 1 

Option Percent Frequency 

Gerund  47.5% 19 

Participle 

adjectives  

12.5% 17 

Present simple  5% 2 

Verb be  5% 2 

Total  100% 40 

 

According to the answers, nineteen students (47.5%) chose the word 

"gerund". Seventeen students (42.5%) chose "present participle". Two 

students (5%) chose "verb be" and two students chose "present simple" 
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According to the answers, students face difficulties in using gerund.  

6- The film was boring. 

Table (4.6) : Results of item 6 

Option Percent Frequency 

Gerund  52.5% 21 

Participle 

adjectives  

30% 12 

Present simple  10% 4 

Present perfect  7.5% 3 

Total  100% 40 

 In this table, twenty one participants (52.5%) could not answer correctly by 

choosing the "gerund". Twelve participants (30%) could ansewer correctly 

by choosing "present participle". Four students (10%) cose "past simple", 

and three students chose "present perfect". 

Is oboes, that the participants confused gerund as a complement with 

participle adjectives because they have the same form and they also come 

after verb "be". 

7- They are interesting stories. 

Table (4.7) : Results of item 7 

Option Percent Frequency 

Gerund  55% 22 

Present participle  32.5 13 

Present simple  5% 2 

Present perfect  7.5% 3 

Total  100% 40 

In this result, twenty two students (55%) did not give the right answer by 

choosing "gerund". Thirteen students (32.5%) chose "present participle". 

Three students (7.5%) chose "present perfect" and two learners (5%) chose 

past simple. 

According to the answer, the students confused gerund with participle 

adjectives since the students do not know the function of adjectives and they 

also do not have any idea about participle adjectives which end with ing. 

8- She was good at writing novels  
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Table (4.8) : Results of item 8 

Option Percent Frequency 

Gerund  20% 8 

Participle 

adjectives  

60% 24 

Present simple  12.5 5 

Verb be  7.5 3 

Total  100% 40 

In this table, twenty four participants (60%) could not answer correctly by 

choosing "participle adjectives. Eight students (20%) could answer correctly 

by choosing "gerund". Five students (12.5%) chose "present simple" and 

three students (7.5%) chose "verb be". It is clear , that the students confused 

gerund with participle adjectives. They also do not recognize that the 

writing is gerund because it comes after preposition.  

4.2 Teachers questionnaire ; 

The researcher conducted questionnaire for teachers who teach secondary 

school students. Ten teachers participated in this study. Most of the 

questions were answered clearly since each teacher knew the goals of this 

study which related to the difficulties encountered by the students in using 

ing-form (gerund) present participle and participle adjectives in English 

language . 

The teachers questionnaire showed that the majority of the teachers assured 

that the students face difficulties in using ing-form (gerund), present 

participle and participle adjectives. Five of them said that they focus on 

written practice. They others said that they do not explain the grammatical 

rules in details. 

5- Conclusion  

This study investigated the fobstacles encountered by secondary school 

(students in Zawi zone Almotred secondary school). 

The study used the descripted method that consisted of two main 

instruments to obtaining the results. 

The findings of the study:  
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• The students face difficulties in using ing- form (gerund), present 

participle and participle adjectives. 

• Students confused ing- form (gerund) with present participle when 

the ing- form (gerund) used as complement since they have the same 

form and they also come after "b". e.g. 

o His  favourite hobby is swimming (gerund)  

o She is writing a letter (present participle)  

• Students also confused ing –form (gerund) as complement with 

particiople adjectives since ing-form (gerund) as complement  and 

participle adjectives come after "be".  e.g. 

o Her bobby is reading (gerund)  

o The story is boring. 

• The main factor is that the students do not mastery the functions of 

ing- form (gerund), present participle and participle adjectives. 

• English teachers do not give enough explanation to the use of ing-

form (gerund) present participle and participle adjectives. 

Recommendations: 

- Teachers should focus both oral and written practice to reinforce 

students/ knowledge of the ing- form (gerund), present participle and 

participle adjectives.  

- Teachers should emphasize on different treatments of ing- form 

(gerund), present participle and participle adjectives.. 

- The authority of Education in Libya should give attention training 

which makes the teachers of English more qualified.  
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