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Abstract
This study examines creative thinking as a fundamental higher-order
cognitive process focused on generating novel ideas and solving problems
through innovative means rather than rote memorization, with a particular
emphasis on primary school students. Employing a descriptive-analytical
approach, the research reviews and analyzes fifteen educational studies
published between 2015 and 2025, drawing on Piaget’s and Torrance’s
classical theories to establish its conceptual framework. The findings reveal
that students demonstrate a moderate level of creative thinking, exhibiting
strengths in fluency and flexibility alongside a slight deficiency in originality.
Furthermore, the reviewed studies confirm the effectiveness of brainstorming,
problem-based learning, and collaborative project strategies in fostering
creativity and promoting active learning. A positive correlation is identified
between the development of creative skills and academic achievement—
especially in science and language subjects—accompanied by minor,
inconclusive gender differences. The discussion situates these results within
educational theories that emphasize interactive, experiential learning
environments. Based on these insights, the study makes practical
recommendations: explicitly integrate creative-thinking objectives into
curricula, provide teachers with training in creativity-stimulating tools and
activities, formulate supportive educational policies, and encourage future
field research along with the design of culturally appropriate assessment
instruments. Ultimately, the research concludes that nurturing creative
thinking in early education is essential for empowering future generations to
innovate and proactively meet the challenges of the twenty-first century.
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