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The Impact of Teachers' Non-Verbal Language on Students'
Ability to Comprehend Its References: A Case Study (Faculty of
Social Sciences)

*Tahani Issa Nasruddin Ali

Abstract

The primary objective of this qualitative study was to investigate the non-
verbal communicative interactions utilized by faculty members in the
Faculty of Social Sciences at Azzytuna University. Additionally, the study
sought to determine the extent to which these paralinguistic behaviors might
influence undergraduates' learning. To address these objectives, two
overarching research questions were formulated to explore the potential
non-verbal patterns employed by teachers and to assess undergraduates'
abilities to accurately decode these non-verbal cues. Semi-structured
interviews served as the primary tool for data collection, with a sample of
ten students (n = 10), comprising five males and five females from diverse
classrooms, selected for the interviews. This selection, based on gender
diversity and educational background, aimed to uncover their possible
influences on non-verbal communicative interactions in the classroom. The
study concluded that there is substantial evidence that teachers employ both
verbal and non-verbal discourse. This dual linguistic behavior can be
attributed to the prevalent use of non-verbal communication in society, as
well as several educational factors linked to teachers' pre-service training.
However, the findings revealed varying perspectives among interviewees
regarding their comprehension of teachers' non-verbal cues. Some students
reported that they could perceive teachers' gestures and movements,
enabling them to evaluate their interactions with instructors in terms of both
quantity and quality. In contrast, other participants acknowledged their

82025 il sgd (paldl) Alanal) (204) Q9 diadl g abad) 23ad) o (alda Al Ala


mailto:n.farag@ezu.edu.ly
mailto:tahanihh123@gmail.com

Lelaia¥) aghadl 4408 ;A0S Ll )3 - LY Glatiad) o Ul 508 5aa g B2ILLOU 438N & 4Ll

difficulty in interpreting certain non-verbal behaviors, as many implicitly
conveyed authoritarianism. This classroom dynamic often led to a sense of
distance during lectures. Notably, the study found that female students
demonstrated a superior ability compared to their male counterparts in
decoding the meanings behind teachers' non-verbal patterns.

(Key words: non-verbal, classroom interactions, teaching staff,

undergraduates, teaching-learning process).
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