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Abstract

This study examines one of the most sensitive periods in the history
of al-Andalus: the years following the fall of Granada in 1492, a pivotal
turning point in the history of Muslims in the Iberian Peninsula. To shed
light on the social and cultural transformations that took place in al-Andalus
between the fall of Granada and the expulsion of the Moriscos in 1609, the
research adopts a historical-analytical methodology, alongside a
comparative and descriptive approach.

The report indicates that mass killings and forced displacement
disrupted the demographic balance and led to a significant decline in the
Muslim population, highlighting the profound changes that affected the
demographic structure of al-Andalus. It also discusses the rise of the
Moriscos, who secretly preserved their Islamic customs under harsh
conditions, as well as the major impact of the Inquisition and forced
conversion laws on the religious identity of Muslims. Culturally, the study
documents the sharp decline in Arabic and Islamic education, the closure of
educational and religious institutions, and the confiscation of books and
manuscripts, all of which resulted in a rupture in scientific and cultural
exchange with the Islamic world.

The study also emphasizes how the imposition of Spanish and
Christian customs gradually eroded Arab-Islamic identity, leading to shifts
in language and culture. Furthermore, the study explores the effects of
forced displacement on social relations and the significance of migration in
transferring knowledge and skills to North Africa, where Andalusian
migrants contributed to enriching cultural, economic, and military life in the
region. Importantly, the study does not overlook the element of resistance,
addressing Morisco uprisings such as the Alpujarras Revolt, which reflected
the Muslims’ desire to preserve their identity.
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The study concludes that the Islamic Andalusian society disappeared from
the Iberian Peninsula as a result of the sweeping social and cultural changes
that occurred after the fall of Granada. However, the Maghreb region
witnessed a renaissance due to these transformations, fueled by the
knowledge and expertise brought by Andalusian migrants. This research
underscores the dialectical relationship between political oppression and
cultural resistance throughout history, offering a historical framework for
understanding issues of identity, minority rights, and cultural diversity in
modern societies.

Keywords: Fall of Granada, al-Andalus, social and cultural transformations.
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