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The Concept of the Connected and the Separate in Ibn Rushd

and Its Role in the Development of Philosophical Thought
Dr. Ahmed Issa Saeed Kurdi*
Department of Philosophy, Faculty of Arts, University of Gharyan, Libya

This study seeks to present an extensive philosophical examination of the
concept of the “continuous and the discontinuous™ as it appears in the works
of the prominent philosopher Ibn Rushd. This concept forms a central pillar
in the construction of his intellectual system across logic, natural
philosophy, and metaphysics. What is particularly distinctive about Ibn
Rushd’s treatment of this concept is that he does not approach it merely as a
linguistic dichotomy or a methodological tool, but rather as an ontological
principle through which the world is explained and knowledge is
constructed, and by which the degree of rational certainty attainable in the
various sciences is determined. Through this research, we attempt to uncover
the deeper dimensions of this concept and to show how Ibn Rushd
succeeded in reviving the Aristotelian notion of continuity within an
intellectual environment inclined toward atomism and disjunction. He
transformed this concept into a critical instrument with which he confronted
theological interpretations, restored the value of natural causality, and
upheld a coherent rational understanding of the universe. The study also
aims to analyze the relationship between this concept and medieval Latin
thought, which was significantly influenced by Ibn Rushd’s commentaries,
and to clarify how the idea of continuity contributed to forming the core of
later European rationalism.The study concludes that the notion of the
continuous in Ibn Rushd’s philosophy constitutes an inner fabric that binds
together the elements of his system, and that understanding this concept
alone opens the door to understanding his entire philosophical project.
Keywords. Continuity, Discreteness, Ibn Rushd, Islamic Philosophy, Active
Intellect, Causality, Motion, Time, Demonstration, Latin Averroism,
Epistemic Continuity, Kalam Atomism, Aristotelian Logic, Natural
Philosophy, Metaphysics.
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