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Abstract:
the position of a single word, and the topic of a sentence occupying the
position of a single word is among the subtle issues in grammar, for it
demonstrates the flexibility of Arabic and the breadth of its expressive
styles. One of the most prominent types within this topic is when a sentence
occupies the position of a verbal noun (masdar), that is, when a verbal,
nominal, or other type of sentence conveys the meaning of an explicit
masdar in both structure and meaning, thus rendering the sentence one that
has a syntactic position.
What is meant by a sentence occupying the position of a single word is that
it takes its syntactic function while preserving the general intended meaning.
Al-Radt says: “A sentence having a syntactic position does not necessarily
require that it be interpreted as a single word; rather, it means that it occurs
in a position where a single word could validly occur”.
Grammarians studied this topic in various sections of their works, especially
in the chapters on interpretation through verbal nouns, ellipsis, substitution,
predicates, and direct objects. They pointed to many contexts in which a
sentence may occupy the position of a single word, either grammatically or
semantically. In this study, we will address the occurrence of a sentence in
the position of a verbal noun. A verbal noun is a noun that denotes an action
abstracted from time and agent, such as “standing,” “sitting,” and “reading.”
A sentence is speech composed of two or more words that conveys a
complete meaning.
Grammarians disagreed on interpreting a sentence as a verbal noun. The
Kufans held that a sentence may take the place of a single word in meaning
and syntax without the need for interpretation as a verbal noun, whereas the
Basrans required such interpretation...
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