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Abstract

The early stages of grammatical thought focused on the study of syntactic
rules using a method that noticeably differed from the approach adopted by
later grammarians. Although both shared the same source material derived
from the Arabic language—through oral transmission and analogy—their
methodologies, evidential bases, organization of topics, and references
diverged. This divergence stems from the stabilization of grammatical study
in later periods and the later grammarians’ benefit from the earlier scholars’
foundations. The proximity of the early grammarians to the classical Arabic
period and the relative ease of learning from them enabled the formation of
foundational principles upon which subsequent branches of grammar were
built.

Following the efforts of the pioneering grammarians, their successors
continued the work but reordered the chapters differently. Nonetheless, they
maintained reliance on the same types of evidence valued by their
predecessors, such as poetic and Qur’anic examples, and adhered to the
doctrines of the Kufan and Basran schools. In some instances, explanations
and transmitted reports clarify rules that are otherwise not explicit. Therefore,
numerous practical examples abound, though this study focuses on selected
models that highlight the characteristics of syntactic and morphological rule
formulation among both early and later grammarians.
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