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Abstract
(Accurate Academic Summary
This study examines code-switching between Standard Arabic and Libyan
Arabic in academic spoken discourse through a descriptive-analytical
approach conducted at the Faculty of Economics, Sorman, within a
university context characterized by linguistic diglossia. The study aims to
identify patterns of code-switching in university lectures, analyze its
pragmatic and pedagogical functions, and explore its relationship with
diglossia in the Libyan sociolinguistic context.
The research adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology based on the
collection and analysis of authentic samples of classroom discourse,
drawing on sociolinguistic and pragmatic frameworks. The findings
indicate that code-switching is a structured linguistic practice governed by
contextual and functional considerations. It does not represent a deviation
from the linguistic norm, but rather reflects pragmatic competence
employed by university instructors to facilitate comprehension, simplify
academic concepts, and connect theoretical knowledge with students’
everyday experiences.
The study further demonstrates that code-switching plays an effective
pedagogical role, with Standard Arabic used for presenting formal
concepts and academic terminology, while Libyan Arabic is employed for
explanation and clarification. This practice enhances student interaction
and reduces linguistic distance between instructors and learners,
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particularly in non-literary disciplines. The study concludes that code-
switching in Libyan academic discourse reflects the flexibility of Arabic
and its adaptability to educational contexts, recommending its conscious
and balanced use to ensure both communicative effectiveness and
academic rigor.
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