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Habib Bourguiba and His Role in Founding Modern Tunisia

Ibrahim Al-Arabi Al-Mrabit Department of Tourism Studies —
Faculty of Arts, University of Zawiya e.almrabit@zu.edu.ly
Abstract:
This study examines Habib Bourguiba’s role in founding modern Tunisia
from independence (1956) to the end of his rule (1987). It analyzes his state-
building project across political (legitimacy, institution-building, and power
centralization), social (education reform, family and women’s rights, state
management of the religious sphere, and identity), and
economic/developmental dimensions (a state-led model, cooperatives,
human-capital investment, and the limits of regional equity). The study
concludes that Bourguiba’s experience achieved significant institutional
modernization and social gains, yet embedded structural contradictions—
especially centralization and restricted participation—that accumulated into
long-term tensions, whose effects became more visible after 2011.
Keywords:  Bourguiba; Modern  Tunisia;  State-building;

Modernization; Political centralization; Social reforms; Development;
Regional inequality; State—society relations; 1956—-1987.
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