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Spatial Formation in the Narrative Trajectory:
The Short Story Collection “The Dream That Recedes” as a

Model by the Writer Fathi Nasib — A Semiotic Study
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Abstract
This study aims to examine spatial configuration in the short story collection
The Dream That Recedes by the writer Fathi Nasib, which was written in
Libyan prisons between 1982 and 1983. The research adopts a semiotic
approach to analyze the collection, focusing on the author’s methods of
constructing textual spaces and the role these spaces play in shaping the
narrative trajectory. It also explores their affective function in influencing
characters and progression of events within the text.
The study investigates the author’s vision and his engagement with the
formation of artistic perspectives through the selection of spatial settings and
their interrelation with other narrative structures, including characters, events
and time. The findings reveal the presence of spatial formations that transcend
their geographical dimensions to encompass psychological, social, and
political meanings, manifested through open and closed spaces with their
varied connotations and transformations.
keywords: Narrative Semiotics, Space, The Dream That Recedes.
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