— al) ey ) BT B A ) 5 gl
Fath il ) Balal) e il @Y gad g a ggdal) 43084)
A i) Al A el |
Lol yh ¢ Al A&y ¢ Al clud A yiiala

khaledsamia329@gmail.com: -9 5Ny} 4 )
£2026/2/12 I3l g5 42025/12/17 b ) g 5

The Poetic Image in Classical Arabic Criticism: The
Problematic Nature of the Concept and the Transformations
of Theory from Al-Jahiz to Al-Qurtajani
By Samia Khaled Zayed Bakka
Master's Degree in Literary Studies - Libyan Academy - Tripoli
Email: khaledsamia329@gmail.com

Abstract

This research examines the problematic formation of the concept of the
poetic image in classical Arabic criticism, tracing four foundational stages
that represent methodological turning points in the development of this
concept: the indicative foundation stage of al-Jahiz, the dual procedural
determination stage of Qudama Ibn Ja'far, the theoretical completion stage
of Abd al-Qahir al-Jurjani, and the psychological transformation stage of
Hazim al-Qartajanni. The research does not aim to present a linear history of
the concept, but rather seeks to deconstruct the mechanisms of its theoretical
operation and reveal the profound transformations in understanding the
relationship between word and meaning, between mimesis and imagination,
and between craftsmanship and creativity. The research proceeds from a
central hypothesis that the term "poetic image"—in its critical content rather
than its literal wording—is strongly present in the Arab critical heritage,
contrary to the view that considers it an imported concept'. The study adopts
the descriptive analytical method in reading foundational texts, utilizing the
comparative approach when discussing the relationship with Western
conceptions. The research concludes that al-Jurjani's theory of nazm
(composition) represents the pinnacle of Arabic theorization of the image?,
and that al-Qartajanni achieved a radical transformation by introducing the
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psychological and receptive dimension®. It also reveals the specificity of
Arabic methodology linked to grammar, rhetoric, and taste. The research
recommends liberating the study of the poetic image from the hegemony of
Western categories, rereading the heritage through a new methodological
approach, and proposes a "generative reading" methodology that combines
historicization, deconstruction, translation, and generation.

Keywords: Poetic Image; Nazm (Composition); Takhyil (Imagination); Abd
al-Qahir al-Jurjani; Hazim al-Qartajanni; Authenticity and Modernity;

Generative Reading. )
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