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The Emergence and Spread of the Maliki School in the
Islamic West: A Historical and Intellectual Study (2nd-7th

AH / 8th—13th CE)”
Amer Deifallah
Abstract:

This research aims to examine the emergence of the Malik1 school of
jurisprudence in Medina under Imam Malik ibn Anas, and to trace its
transmission and spread in the Maghreb and al-Andalus during the medieval
period. It analyzes the role of scholars and scholarly travels in consolidating
this school, alongside political support that adopted it as a unifying legal
reference regulating religious and judicial life. The study also highlights the
influence of social and cultural contexts in shaping Maliki jurisprudence and
facilitating its continuity.

The study concludes that the Malik1 school, through its establishment in
major centers of learning such as Kairouan and Cordoba, became the
principal legal authority in the Islamic West. It further shows that
interaction between political power and scholarly activity was crucial in
consolidating its dominance between the second and eighth centuries AH,
contributing to legal unity and institutional stability in medieval governance.
Key words: Maliki School, the Maghreb and al-Andalus,
Jurisprudential Expansion, he Almohad State, the Marinid Period.
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