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Abstract

In the Pre-Islamic era (Jahiliyya), ghazal (love poetry) was characterized by
the simplicity of its meanings, despite the profound depth of emotion, the
intensity of longing, and the accessibility of its imagery. It primarily
depicted the separation of lovers and followed a consistent methodology of
"standing by the ruins" (al-wuquf 'ala al-diyar) where the beloved once
resided.

In contrast, Islamic-era (Abbasid) ghazal shifted toward philosophy,
intricate imagination, and a deep dive into meanings that often reached the
point of ambiguity. This era saw a sophisticated art of fashbib (erotic
prelude) that explored diverse paths, including decadence, licentiousness,
and exaggeration. Consequently, the innocent Bedouin essence in
descriptive portrayal almost entirely vanished.

Keywords:

Pre-Islamic Ghazal, Abbasid Era, Standing by the Ruins (Atlal),
Tashbib (Erotic Prelude), Philosophical Ambiguity, Decadence and
Licentiousness, Bedouin Essence / Aesthetic.
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