BN

oLJ

°
P yon . "o " R . ~
ISSN 3135-4564 Leaty 5 g2 3 aglalt Ll dymasll o0 s ¢

https: //alqur tas.alandalus-libya.org. Iy fojs/index.php/gjhar findex &isls ke dasss &

TS A1 A giad) AS jald) JLATH B W 5995 Asen gieal) L) 930
(21969 - 1837 ) Lud
* Aldll gagall alls Sogl o
(Bl 5ol 5 drala ¢ aalrall g Cuaall g Uil @l L S
www.alhart2009ly73@gmail.com

orcid.org/0009-0009-0573-666X
22026 /8 / 20J 58 fa b 82026 /7 / 1 a3 Za
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Sanusi Movement Inside and Outside Libya (1837-196
Abubakr Salem Al-Mahdi Al-Shaybani

Abstract

This study examines the role of Sanusi zawiyas in the spread and
consolidation of the Sanusi movement in Libya and beyond during 1837—
1969. The Sanusi movement relied on the establishment of zawiyas as its
primary instrument for disseminating religious teachings, training members,
and building social networks. Recognizing the zawiya as the foundational
institution of the movement, this research defines its structure, components,
locations, administrative system, functions, resources, and authority. It
further analyzes the impact of these zawiyas on Libyan society and
identifies several key zawiyas founded by Muhammad ibn Ali al-Sanusi.
Despite their central role, Sanusi zawiyas remain understudied in historical
scholarship. To address this gap, the study adopts a descriptive-analytical
historical methodology based on archival documents and historical sources.
The findings highlight the multifunctional role of zawiyas as religious,
educational, social, and political institutions that contributed significantly to
the expansion and continuity of the Sanusi movement.
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