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Abstract This research, entitled “The Historical and Cultural Formation of
the Epic of Gilgamesh and Its Impact on the Narrative Structure”, examines
the relationship between the cultural and historical foundations of
Mesopotamian civilization and the artistic and narrative construction of the
Epic of Gilgamesh, considering it one of the oldest literary texts in human
history and one of the most significant works capable of expressing the
human experience in its intellectual and existential dimensions. The research
is based on the premise that the epic is not merely a mythical story about an
extraordinary hero, but rather a cultural text that reflects the Mesopotamian
human perception of the universe, gods, authority, death, and Immortality.
The first section of the research discusses the Mesopotamian cultural
reference and the formation of the mythical Imagination by examining the
social and political environment of the city of Uruk, the role of religious
beliefs in shaping events, and the function of myth as a framework for
interpreting reality and giving it meaning. The second section addresses the
artistic characteristics of ancient epic literature through analyzing the
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features of epic heroism, oral structure and repetition, as well as the presence
of gods and the supernatural elements in the narrative formation .The third
section explores the Impact of the cultural context on the narrative structure
of the epic by studying the concepts of fate and conflict, the image of
kingship and authority, and the reflection of collective consciousness in the
construction of characters. It demonstrates that Gilgamesh represents a
complex human model combining divine and human qualities, as well as the
desire for power and the pursuit of knowledge .The fourth section focuses on
the universality of the human experience in the epic through the major
themes it addresses, such as friendship, death, the desire for immortality, and
the search for the meaning of existence, in addition to presenting the most
significant critical perspectives on the epic. The research concludes that the
lasting significance of the Epic of Gilgamesh lies in its ability to transcend
its historical context and become an expression of universal human
questions, which has made it an influential text in the development of world
literature.

Keywords: Epic of Gilgamesh, Epic Literature, Mesopotamian Civilization,
Narrative Structure, Immortality.
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