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Abstract

The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
(OHCHR) is one of the principal international mechanisms entrusted with
the promotion and protection of human rights at the global level. It plays a
central role in monitoring human rights situations, documenting violations,
providing technical assistance to states, preparing periodic reports, and
coordinating with United Nations bodies as well as international and
regional organizations. Nevertheless, the exercise of its mandate often
raises legal questions regarding its compatibility with the principles of
state sovereignty and non-interference in domestic affairs, which constitute
fundamental principles of contemporary international law and the Charter
of the United Nations.
The significance of this issue becomes more pronounced in countries
experiencing transitional periods or internal conflicts, such as Libya,
which has witnessed profound political, security, and institutional
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developments since 2011. These developments have been accompanied by
an expanding role of international organizations, particularly the OHCHR,
through fact-finding missions, periodic reporting, the issuance of
statements, and recommendations concerning human rights, transitional
justice, and the rule of law. Such activities have generated divergent
views: while some consider them a legitimate implementation of the
international community’s commitment to the protection of human rights,
others regard them as interference in states’ domestic jurisdiction that
exceeds the limits established by international law.
This study aims to analyze the legal basis upon which the OHCHR
exercises its mandate, identify the boundaries between legitimate
international human rights oversight and unlawful interference in the
internal affairs of states, and examine the Libyan case as an analytical
model reflecting the legal and political complexities associated with this
issue.

The study adopts the analytical approach to examine the international legal
instruments governing the Office’s mandate, the descriptive approach to
present its legal and institutional framework, the comparative approach to
analyze the general principles of international law alongside judicial
decisions, legal scholarship, and comparative jurisprudence, and the
applied approach to assess the consistency of the OHCHR’s practices in
Libya with the rules of international law.
The study concludes that the OHCHR derives its mandate from an
established international legal framework that grants it broad powers in
monitoring, documentation, technical assistance, and advisory functions.
However, these powers are not absolute; they are constrained by the
principles of respect for state sovereignty and non-interference in domestic
affairs. Accordingly, the Office’s activities must be exercised in
accordance with the principles of international legality, impartiality,
objectivity, proportionality, and non-politicization.
Furthermore, the Libyan case demonstrates the practical and legal
challenges surrounding the limits of the Office’s mandate and the balance
between protecting human rights and respecting national sovereignty. This
underscores the need to establish clearer legal standards governing the
relationship between United Nations bodies and states in order to ensure
the effective protection of human rights without undermining the
fundamental principles of international law.
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